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A LETTER FROM
THE CHAIRMAN,
JIM BRENNAN:

This past year has been
challenging as we had a fire at
the Depot building in July,
2016, and we are still in search
of a new director. Our staff has
shown commitment working
remotely until we are able to
move back into the Depot.

We have had several good
candidates that have applied
for the director job and the
position should be filled soon.

The interview process has
spotlighted all that we have
accomplished the past nine
years. This not only inspired
the candidates, but renewed
the importance of our mission,
which is working together to
make our communities viable
and sustainable.

| THE HOMETOWN
: LEAQERSHIP INSTITUTE .
VISITS ROWSERAKE:

eIl

Including the 10 participants this year, 166 individuals have completed the HomeTown
Leadership Institute. That number alone is amazing, but what has been more amazing
is witnessing the excitement and passion those individuals have for Holt County and

their communities.

Many of the HLI alumni today hold positions of leadership all over the county, which is
one of the main goals of the program. We hope the presenters and experiences open
the eyes of participants to new opportunities and new ways they can serve their
communities and county. Please continue to do BIG things for Holt County, HLI alumni!

You make us proud.

ez e 1950 2000 2010 2015
Holt County 14,859 11,551 10,435 10,313
Atkinson 1,372 1,244 1,245 1,241
Chambers 395 333 268 265
Emmet 62 77 48 47
Ewing 705 433 387 377
Inman 237 148 129 128
O’Neill 3,027 3,733 3,705 3,653
Page 275 157 166 164
Stuart 785 625 590 597
Total Rural Areas: 8,001 4,801 3,897 3,841

Source: U.S. Census Bureau / 2015 Population est. as of 7/1/15

NEW BUSINESSES:

o Little Country Kids, Chambers

e Eric’s Shine Shop, O’Neill

e Farm Bureau Financial Services,
O'Neill

o Flat Iron Grill, Atkinson

e Dennis Commodities, Inc., O’Neill

o Boutique One29, O'Neill

o Nostalgia - Antiques & Much More,
O'Neill

o Pro-West Seed & Insurance, Inman

e Garden Gate Floral, Atkinson

o Land Marketers Realty, O’'Neill

o Golden Valley Auctions, Ewing

e Fury Chassis, Stuart

o Fahrenholz Heating & Air
Conditioning, Chambers

o Lange Irrigation, Stuart

e Shamrock Diesel Repair, Stuart

e Thairapy, O'Neill

o Jenny’s Cake Shop, Stuart

o Blush Boutique & Tan, O’Neill

o Will's Auto Repair & Custom Lighting,
Ewing

o Eden Lane Boutique, Chambers

e BE-YOU-nique Salon & Spray
Tanning, Chambers

o Massage on Main, Atkinson
o Cleary Building Corp., O’Neill
e Stracke Realty LLC, Stuart

BUSINESS EXPANSIONS
AND TRANSITIONS:

HCED noted (5) business
expansions and assisted with (1)
business transition from July 1,
2015 - June 30, 2016.

ENTREPRENEUR
TARGETING, VISITATION
AND TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE

The Holt County Economic
Development office received (51)
inquiries from existing businesses
and entrepreneurs asking for
assistance with a project. HCED
had (188) other direct interactions
with Holt County businesses who
requested information, referrals or
technical assistance on a variety of
topics.

The HCED team members
conducted (48) on-site business
visits with targeted businesses in
Holt County.

Six requests for financial
assistance / loan packaging were
received from businesses and
entrepreneurs that have operations
in Holt County during July 1, 2015 -
June 30, 2016.

HCED AWARDED
$295,000 GRANT FROM
RUDOLPH R. ELIS FUND

HCED has made great strides over
the last eight+ years in working on
business attraction, retention, and
expansion issues, people
recruitment, and entrepreneurship.
Early this year, HCED was notified
that with the help of a grant for
$295,000 from the Rudolph R. Elis
Donor-Advised Fund, that great
work can continue.

The grant is intended to leverage,
not replace, local funding. HCED is
required to raise matching funds of
at least two dollars for every one
dollar provided by this grant for each
fiscal year during the five year grant
period.

The Rudolph R. Elis Donor-Advised
Fund and Holt County Economic
Development Fund are both
affiliated funds of Nebraska
Community Foundation.

NEW RESIDENT
RECRUITMENT AND
RETENTION

HCED continues to track the new
residents moving into Holt County.
This year, we are excited to report
that (99) new families began calling
Holt County home.

Another great success: on HCED’s
website, (368) career opportunities
were posed online at
www.growholt.com.

HCED team members also spent
time compiling a list of available
housing options for the Grande
Prairie Wind Farm workers as they
began work on the project. The staff
managed a website,
www.windhousing.com, to list those

options as well as created
documents listing businesses and
services the workers may utilize
during their stay in our area.

OTHER NOTEWORTHY
NEWS:

Compared to other Nebraska
communities:

« Holt County ranked #1 among
Nebraska places getting the most
“Bang for their Buck” on property
taxes (Source: SmartAsset)

« Holt County ranked #6 among
other counties in Nebraska that
gave the largest percentage of
their money to charity in 2012, the
most recent year analyzed by the
Chronicle of Philanthropy (Source:
OnlyInYourState.com)
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